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It has been an extremely busy 
and at times difficult year with 
some of the Trustees coping with 
health problems, but thankfully 
are all now back in action.  

We are very happy that through adversity we 
have managed to achieve all that we needed 
to.  As usual during the summer months 
there were a large number of wildlife rescues 
involving fledglings, baby seals, foxes, rabbits 
and deer, all needing to be taken by Mick to 
the Wildlife Hospital. 

During the summer Mick’s ambulance slowed 
to a stop and a new engine was required, 
probably caused by so many trips up and 
down the Motorway !  We were so fortunate 
as to have a kind supporter who gave a very 

generous donation towards the cost of the 
repairs, for which we are very grateful.

Since Brian Crawford and Heather Hammond 
have taken over the Welfare Clinic, it has 
gone from strength to strength with over 600 
consultations being carried out and advice 
and help given where needed.  This goes to 
show just how badly this facility is needed 
and we are extremely grateful to Brian, 
Heather and the Clinic volunteers, Carole and 
Jenny, for their hard work and devotion.

It is with great pride and delight that Diana 
received another award for animal welfare.  It 
is a great honour as it is from an international 
Charity covering many other charities in 
different countries.  By the time this goes to 
print Diana will have been up to London and 
received her award.  Read in the newsletter 
about the very memorable  day -  “Diana’s 
IFAW Award”. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held in 
October and I was able to report that we 
had had a healthier year than the previous 
one and had even managed to get our 
expenditure to be less than our income, 
albeit by a small amount.  However, with 
the current financial climate we must still be 
prudent with our spending, in order to be 
able to cover the urgently needed veterinary 
treatments.

By now you are all probably very busy 
planning and shopping for Christmas, while 
we prepare ourselves for the extra influx of 
pets that we so sadly seem to have at this 
time of the year.  I know that we now live in 
a disposable society where repairs are no 
longer carried out and replacements are 
acquired, but it doesn’t say much for the 
human race when this is applied to our pets.  
I cannot understand how an elderly, loyal pet 
can be discarded to make room for a new 
puppy or kitten, especially when often after 
Christmas the novelty wears off and the pet is 
either too boisterous or too destructive and 
we are asked to re-home it.  It rather makes a 
mockery of the meaning of Christmas.

However, I can assure you that all animals in 
our care over Christmas have a special day 
with their own individual little presents and 
treats.  There is never a shortage of volunteers 
willing to go into the Special Care Unit on 
Christmas Day.

With your help we will make a difference to 
each of those little creatures who need our 
help.  On behalf of the Trustees I wish you 
all a Happy Christmas of Love, Kindness and 
Care together with Peace and Good Health 
for 2017.
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Front cover:
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Postal 
Charges:
Could you help us save on our 
postage costs by receiving your 
newsletter on-line?  If so please 
send your email address to Jane at 
dorothy748@btinternet.com

Here are the latest 100 Club results. 
Congratulations to all our lucky winners!

May 2016 No. 12 - Mrs V Joslin
June 2016 No. 26 - Mr J Sayer
July 2016 No. 34 - Mrs V Mold
Aug 2016 No. 46 - Miss L Fergusson
Sep 2016 No. 37 - Mrs M Stephens
Oct 2016 No. 65 - Mrs R Steward

100 Club Winners

Jane D-S   Treasurer

A wonderful gift was left from 
an anonymous lady (anonymous 
at her husband’s request) who 
bequeathed £3,500 in her Will 
for cat re-homing/hospital pens 
and new cat traps. 

The pens were erected at Ann & Tony Ashby’s 
home in Lynton to enable Ann to hand rear 
and care for our orphan kittens – a huge help 
to Ann and the Charity.

Cats 
Borstal!
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Diana’s IFAW Award

In the middle of October Diana 
went to London to receive a 
Lifetime Achievement in Animal 
Welfare award presented by The 
Baroness Gale of Blaenrhondda 
on behalf of International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW).

The ceremony was carried out in the 
Cholmondeley Room of the House of Lords 
where nine other recipients also received 
awards for animal welfare. Prior to the 
presentation, drinks and canapes were served 
on the Terrace immediately overlooking the 
Thames.

Although leaving home in torrential rain in 
the very early hours of the morning, by the 
time Diana, Mick and her guests arrived in 
London the sun shone and it was a beautiful 
day. Everyone agreed that one of the 
highlights of the day was the time spent on 
the Terrace, in glorious warm weather, talking 
to Baroness Gale, Officials of IFAW and other 
recipients and taking of photographs with 
the backcloth of the Thames and the London 
Eye.

After the presentation of the award Diana 
and Mick were then taken to the Chamber of 
the House of Lords where about 500 Lords 
were sitting and were able to witness the 

introduction of two new Lords. This was 
followed by a scrumptious tea with Baroness 
Gale and the other recipients, giving a 
further opportunity to chat to others who 
had a similar interest and devotion to animal 
welfare.

Meanwhile Diana’s guests were able to 
wander (under escort, security being very 
high) through the building to rendezvous 
with Diana and Mick at the end of the 
afternoon. On leaving the exit was right by 
Big Ben who completed our day by striking 
the quarter hour and giving an opportunity 
for more photographs against the vivid blue 
sky and sunshine.

Then it was back to Paddington and the 
return train journey, eventually arriving 
home in the last hour of the day; very tired 
and weary people with some memories and 
experiences of a fabulous day which will 
never be forgotten.
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So often it is dog walkers who 
initially find the casualties.  So it 
was one wet miserable evening 
in woods close to West Buckland. 

As the lady followed her dog he suddenly 
stopped in the middle of the path, luckily 
he was a very well trained dog and stood 
guard over a bundle of fur waiting for his 
owner to catch him up.  Upon arrival the lady 
saw a large (mummy?) ferret race off into 
the undergrowth and on inspection saw the 
little bundle at her feet was in fact four baby 
ferrets.  Thinking that mum was probably 
moving them she collected her dog and went 
home.

Repeating the same walk early the next 
morning, to her horror she discovered the 
babies cold and alone in the same place.  
She gathered them up and called us.  Upon 
arrival it was evident they needed urgent 
care.  One in particular looked very weak and 
hypothermic.  The ambulance rushed them 
to Chris and Carole, our ferret experts, who 
immediately settled them into their intensive 
care unit.  Unfortunately the little weak one 
died, but as you will see the other three are 
thriving exceedingly well – more mouths to 
feed with Christmas goodies.

Down in the Woods

Even the saddest situation 
can become a heart warming 
happy ending for an animal.  
The story’s beginning, as with 
so many of our incidents, began 
distressingly and sadly. 

Due to domestic circumstances the little 
Spaniel came to us in a state of immense 
nervousness, cowering and fearful of every 
new person or the softest noise, left behind 
were young children in a state of dreadful 
upset at losing their dog.

At first at the Special Care Unit we feared 
for the dog’s future due to its cowering fear 
of everything.  As days passed it found a 
little trust in the routine and kindness of our 
volunteers.  Then came the day when a lovely 
lady came to see if we had a suitable dog for 
her and her husband.  It had to be good with 
her grandchildren who visited regularly.  Her 
old dog had recently died and they wanted to 
give a loving home to another.

Was there any use in showing her Molly?  We 
were anxious to do what was best for Molly, 
but would she just shy away?  Amazingly the 
bond was instant; we could hardly believe 
what we saw.  However, it was decided, after a 
home check, to just let Molly go on trial until 
we were really sure it was right for her and 
the family.  Our photo will tell you the end of 
the story.

Although this is what we are primarily 
here for – the animals’ future welfare and 
happiness, I cannot forget the heartbreak 
of the children who had to give up their pet 
because of grown-ups.

Heartbreak to Happiness
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Surely the call was a hoax, a 
joke perhaps?  But after careful 
questioning I was convinced it 
was an emergency. 

I made a quick call to Mick for assistance and 
also to Pauline to pick up her son, Tim, who is 
used to handling sheep and we were on our 
way.  “To where”, you ask?  “To the Barnstaple 
Tip”, I reply.  I am sure at this stage you will 
hesitate and re-read the last phrase, but that 
is exactly where we were headed.

The staff had had to close half the Recycle 
Centre at Seven Brethren due to a poor 
terrified ewe, within their confines, about 
to leap from the ramp into the skips below.  
After staff barricaded the sheep away from 
the public area, the next thing was to stop 
and catch her before she leapt down the 
8/10ft drop and broke her legs.

Tim’s calm quiet approach, followed by a 
huge rugby tackle, captured her.  With help 
from Mick and the Tip staff she was soon 
safely in the ambulance and on her way to 
the Misty Unit stable where she remained 
until the owner was traced and collected her 
four days later.

Sheep Tip 
Rescue

Topsy the cat was found at 
Torrington and taken to 
Hatchmoor Vets. 

Her condition was very poor with a dreadful 
abscess at the base of her spine, very 
dehydrated and in need of urgent veterinary 
care.  Gavin and the girls cared for her and 
operated, the tail needing amputation and 
for two weeks she remained an in-patient 
with only a 50-50 chance of survival.

When crisis time was past they rang NDAA 
to ask if we could help.  Topsy arrived at the 
Special Care Unit needing daily baths and 
rear end attention.  Sarah, Glenys and other 
volunteers soon got her into salon routine 
and no doubt she will be spending her 
Christmas opening her stocking in a loving 
new home.

Sweet Smelling Success



Diana’s
Report

Once again the year has sped 
past at an alarming rate and 
Christmas is upon us.  The year 
has been as always a mixture of 
good, bad and sad, but we can 
safely say that the bad has easily 
been out-weighed by the good 
and the sad has always been 
dealt with to the best ending 
for the animals and any person 
involved.

Finding stories from the many many 
hundreds of cases that pass through our 
hands each year is very difficult.  So many 
times after going to print I wish to myself, 
“Oh why didn’t I tell them that story”.  But 
our space is so limited and I can only hope 
that the few we relay give you an inkling 
of the wonderful work that all our amazing 
volunteers carryout.  Disregarding any 
Christmas home celebrations they will still 
be walking dogs, cleaning out cages, giving 
love and kindness to the unwanted, sick, 
injured and needy patients in our care.  We 
will still be there to collect those that have no 
one else to care and none of the volunteers 
will find this a chore or a problem, all do it 
because they want to and because they care.  
Each and every animal will share in the joy of 
Christmas with their special treats just as you 
and your animals do.

It was a recent visit to London that brought 
me sharply into focus as to just how lucky 
we are in North Devon.  On the approach to 
Paddington station the dismal depressing 
blocks of flats, with only miserable balconies, 
stretching mile after mile and up and up, 
left me horrified to think of any pets living 
in this environment and what quality of 
life they have.  And what of the wildlife, 
which we know struggles to survive in this 
unnatural habitat?  Their short lifespan 
must be one of constant fear and struggle.  
Compared to elsewhere here in North 
Devon, no matter what problems we and our 
animals encounter, we still live with a caring 
community around us and an environment of 
incomparable beauty.

The support for animal welfare in North 
Devon is amazing, without it we could not 
exist.  One service of which the Trustees 
are particularly proud and feel has been 
of notable success, is our Welfare Clinic.  
Beginning in a comparably small way, 
the need for this service quickly became 
apparent.  The desperate need for animals 

at end of life, often with owners unable to 
approach Vets due to lack of finance, has 
taken us all aback.  All we can say is “thank 
heaven” for Heather and Brian, the Vets who 
give their time and expertise so generously 
and for you the public who support us 
and enable us to continue to provide the 
treatment, medicines and care.

Despite the all too frequent sad necessity 
for this Clinic, I must add that there have 
been many many wonderful successes.  So 
many elderly people returning with boxes 
of chocolates and thank you cards for our 
volunteers and an amazing number of 
younger pet owners who have come in with 
hugs, tears and written letters of thanks.  
(That really shows gratitude – I wasn’t sure 
there were pen and paper owners under the 
age of 30yrs.)

I will end my report now for Christmas and 
2016 with my enduring and heartfelt thanks 
to you all for all your caring and support and 
my wishes always for

Kindness and Peace to everyone, 
but the animals and creatures most of all
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Diana & The Animals

Two Geese 
Aloving

Pennies 
from Heaven

It was Pauline to the rescue when 
‘Frenchie’ was seen stumbling 
among Barnstaple’s traffic at 
rush hour.

Dazed and terrified she was transported 
back to the Misty Unit until thence, some 
days later, we took her to Elizabeth and John 
Rodway at Lynton for a permanent home.

Unbelievably only days later ‘Godfrey’ was 
found in Braunton drowning, due to lack 
of oil in his feathers and after treatment for 
hypothermia we took him to Elizabeth as 
well.

Arranged marriages have become quite a 
speciality for NDAA ad this certainly was an 
immediate success with no prospect of any 
divorce in sight.  Mr & Mrs Godfrey potter 
contentedly in Elizabeth and John’s beautiful 
yard.  These two love birds will gaggle into 
the New Year and not be gobbled up over the 
festive season.

We have been most lucky this 
year to have received some 
generous legacies, donations 
and grants. 

One generous gift of £3,500 was given from 
an anonymous donor in memory of his wife 
who had stipulated that she wished the gift 
to be for cat traps and pens. 

Another anonymous supporter gave £1,000 
towards the new engine for the ambulance 
which was urgently needed in the summer.  

Torridge District Council awarded a grant 
of £400 for the purchase of a medical 
refrigerator for the Welfare Clinic.

Support Adoption for Pets shared the 
takings from our three week attendance in 
the Barnstaple Pets at Home store giving us 
a donation of just over £650. 

We are most grateful for these gifts and for 
the very generous support we receive from 
our supporters.
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Wildlife
Deer at this time of the year 
always feature in large numbers 
in our rescues.

Road traffic accidents are the main problem.  
The deer (stags tired from the rut) leap into 
the path of oncoming vehicles, not used 
to the headlights so early in the evening 
and they are badly injured (so usually is the 
vehicle).  The driver is frequently shocked and 
distressed.  

Almost inevitably the call necessitates me 
calling a Vet out to humanely put the poor 
creature to sleep.  There is no answer to this, 
rarely is anyone at fault.  Deer have a dreadful 
habit of leaping from banks into the path of 
vehicles, or galloping headlong across main 
roads.  

All we can do is to be there when needed to 
relieve the suffering.

The Tuesday Welfare Clinic 
continues to go from strength to 
strength.  Never in our wildest 
dreams did we realise how 
desperate was the need for this 
service. 

With Vets Heather Hammond and Brian 
Crawford now permanently giving their 
veterinary services free of charge to the 
Charity each week, the Clinic is supposedly 
in action for four hours.  In fact this overruns 
almost every week with one afternoon 43 
patients being seen between the two Vets.  
It is now normal for there to be at least 25 
patients per session.

Many of these patients have desperate 
owners who, being unable to afford ever 
rising veterinary bills, have watched their pets 
deteriorate whilst trying home remedies to 
no avail.  When things become untenable or 
friends see the animals in distress, they advise 
the owner to come to our Clinic. By then it is 
frequently too late and we are there for end 
of life care.

It is then that Heather and Brian are there for 
the compassionate but practical need and 
our lovely Carole and Jenny are on hand to 
gently deal with the owner.  It is a service for 
which we never foresaw the overwhelming 
need and yet it is one of the most needed 
services our Charity performs and one for 
which the owners are desperately grateful.

Welfare Clinic



Braunton  The shop has done amazingly 
well this summer with six weeks takings each 
in four figures which is quite remarkable 
bearing in mind how small the shop is.  It is of 
course due to the hard work and enthusiasm 
of Carolyn and her volunteers.  In addition 
to the management of the shop Carolyn has 
also negotiated with the local Co-operative 
Supermarket with the outcome being that 
we have been nominated one of their  three 
Charities of the Year and to date we have 
accumulated a substantial credit in three 
figures with the scheme running until next 
March.     Not content with opening on Bank 
Holidays, she is not averse to attending Table 
Tops of a weekend to boost her figures.  
Again our sincere thanks go to her and her 
volunteers for their hard work in achieving 
such good results together with an attractive 
shop. 

Online Shop.  The online shop and 
sponsorships have been very satisfactory 
with an increase in income of approximately 
£500 above last year.  The income from Gift 
Aid claimed directly and immediately by 
JustGiving has proved a great help.  Gill’s 
imaginative ideas for raising funds know 
no end and we are most grateful to her for 
everything and for being a “net wiz kid”.  Our 
thanks go also to her volunteers and to Kim 
who is always in the background giving 
support.

Shops Update
Bideford.  Under Mandy’s competent 
management the shop, since it opened 
last year, has continued to produce healthy 
income certainly justifying the higher rental 
required for a High Street location.  Although 
having experienced difficulties in getting 
volunteers, largely due to the Government’s 
cut backs in benefits forcing many to seek 
paid employment, Mandy has managed to 
keep the shop attractively well stocked often 
carrying out donation collections herself.  
Thanks to Abbie and her daughter for their 
beautiful creative cards, there is always a 
large selection for all occasions available at 
a reasonable price.  In addition to the shop 
Mandy has been holding the fort in respect 
of the collection of donation boxes, as due 
to ill health Kay had to retire and we wish her 
a speedy recovery.  Mandy and her band of 
helpers are doing a wonderful job and we are 
extremely grateful to each and every one of 
them.
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The re-homing of the cats and 
kittens by Pauline and Tim has 
risen to new heights in the past 
year. 

They have done a phenomenal job spending 
hours showing people round the cattery 
and taking untold numbers of phone calls, 
thus confirming our policy of not advertising 
animals but depending upon referral by Vets 
and the public.  

Many of the animals that come to us for re-
homing are because they have been obtained 
on impulse via adverts or the internet.  This 
is something we will not involve the Charity 
in and although we can never say we don’t 
get a failure, we have few and far between 
and go to every possible length to see this 
does not happen.  The successes and happy 
re-homings have been something we can all 
be so proud of and our thanks to Pauline and 
Tim and all our wonderful new owners.

Misty 
Unit
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Que Sera, Sera
On a miserable October morning we had 
another sad event but eventually with happy 
outcomes.  A lady had died suddenly leaving 
behind a number of dogs who needed 
urgent removal from the premises.  Several 
Newfoundlands were taken by a specialist 
rescue centre up country, but left behind 
were a small Cocker Spaniel and two little 
Whippets.

We collected them and took the bewildered 
little trio to our Special Care Unit where they 
underwent, over the next couple of weeks, 
neutering, vaccinating etc., and where they 
happily settled in.  During the next few weeks 
came three amazing coincidences that leave 
me thinking that somewhere there is a power 
watching over the shape of things to come.

Firstly, an elderly gentleman had lost his wife, 
his son and his dog all within eight months.  
His daughter and family were concerned for 
this gentleman’s wellbeing; his motivation 
for living was failing.  He needed a dog, he 
needed it quickly, but it had to be the right 
dog.  Photo below - Someone’s Christmas will 
be bearable despite everything and a little 
dog’s life will be perfect.

Secondly, the lady was heartbroken and her 
little Jack Russell Terrier bereft.  They had lost 
their other dog and little Jack was grieving 
badly and needed a companion.

Somehow things seemed a lot better and 
Jack started eating again.

Lastly, many years ago NDAA homed a pair of 
Cocker Spaniels (due to the owner’s illness) 
to this wonderful couple.  Despite the dogs 
being quite a handful, they persevered and 
gave the pair a long and wonderful (plus 
quite expensive) life.  Upon meeting them 
in Sainsburys one day, they mentioned that 
they were now very recently without any 
dogs and if we ever happened to get a Cocker 
Spaniel in again they might be interested.  I 
voiced my amazement since they had spent 
a small fortune on the last one’s illness and I 
promised to bear them in mind for the future.  
It was only one week later that I rang them 
to tell them the sad story expecting a gentle 
rejection,  but “We’ll come and see,” they said.  
Again let the photo tell you everything.

It is these endings that keep us all going 
thanks to you all.

Are you lonesome?
Jeffrey approached me with an 
uncharacteristically worried 
face, usually laid back and 
unconcerned by any crisis, 
this was obviously something 
serious.  

Chunky, the Spaniel was owned by an 
acquaintance of his, and was proving to be 
no good as a working dog, as he was gun 
shy and useless at picking up, and was under 
threat of being shot.  Jeff inquired if it would 
be possible for NDAA to take him and re-
home him as a domestic pet.

Chunky arrived at the Special Care Unit and 
was a dream.  Certainly unaware of the  fate 
to which his obvious lazy charming character 
had nearly led him, he became everyone’s 
friend.

Dot had suddenly lost her husband and was 
lonely, depressed and desperately needing 

a companion.  Enter Chunky – this  truly was 
exactly the life he had always envisaged; a 
warm bed (with Dot) - not an old cold shed, 
constant love and attention - not miles of 
cold walking with terrible bangs, and lots 
of lovely food served up on dishes - not old 
metal bowls.  This was all he had ever wanted, 
his dreams had come true.

And Dot? – Just look at her face in the photo, 
that says it all.
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Do these creatures deliberately 
try to make sure we never get an 
early homecoming?  Yet again 
the call came as darkness fell 
and as I hopefully drove along 
the Link Road towards home.  
“Please help quickly”, the caller 
pleaded, “there is a poor Buzzard 
injured at Barnstaple Station on 
the line and a train is due soon”.

This time I was worried.  Despite doing a 
quick turn around and return to Barnstaple, 
what would I do when I got there?  The caller 
was waiting outside the Station and indeed 
I realised a train was due because taxicabs 
were waiting and people were crowding onto 
the platforms.  No staff were around because 
it was gone 6pm.  People clamoured forward 
to point out the bird sitting only 20ft away 
from the buffers on the middle of the track.

No time to think - so a quick and easy descent 
onto the track – grab the poor bird – and a 
quick ascent (with help) back up as the train 
came into view in the distance.  As people 
crowded round taking the bird’s picture on 
their phones, I was aware once again how 
dependant all animals are on the caring of 
people.  We cannot help nor do anything if 
you the public do not make the calls for help.  
It is all of us working as a team.

A Buzzard - Not Leaves 
on the Line!
Seal pups feature prominently 
yet again  in our rescue 
programme.  Two such rescues in 
recent weeks particularly come 
to mind.

One carried out in total darkness with only 
torches for light was no easy incident.  The 
call came to me at 6pm whilst I hopefully was 
travelling through Barnstaple en-route for 
home.

I made a quick phone call to Ann Ashby to go 
down to Lynmouth Bay and keep watch and 
one to Mick to come and assist.  With a final 
rendezvous at Lynmouth at 8pm we were 
able to traverse the rocks and locate the seal.  
Having pig boards and the large Vari-Kennel, 
with Mick and Tony to assist, we managed to 
get the angry wounded 18 kilo seal pup into 
the kennel and transported over the slippery 
rocks back to the ambulance.  It was then for 
Mick to go yet again up the Motorway to the 
RSPCA West Hatch Wildlife Hospital, whose 
willing staff waited until nearly 11pm for 
his and the patient’s arrival into safe hands.  

Thank you West Hatch, it is good to know you 
are there.

The Second memorable rescue involved 
Barry, our relief driver.  I received an urgent 
call to a wounded seal pup on Baggy Point 
Bay, a large white coat they said.  Upon Barry’s 
arrival, complete with Vari-Kennel and pig 
boards, he was more than a little taken aback 
to find – yes a white coat pup- but a huge 
32 kilo white coat pup.  The formidable task 
of rescuing this ungrateful creature can be 
easily guessed at and imagined from Barry’s 
somewhat fiery features (See photo).  The 
pup was then transported to West Hatch, who 
named him “Shredder” due to his particularly 
aggressive temperament.

Both pups are now doing well.  “Sweetie 
Pie” the Lynmouth pup was dehydrated 
and underweight and I am told was also 
ill-named.  “Shredder” had an underrun nail 
infection and infected bites.  Seal pups will 
remain in the care of West Hatch until next 
Spring when old enough for release.

Ungrateful 
Pups
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Into the Clinic came a gentleman 
and two children bearing a little 
box of what appeared to be 
broken stones!!  

“We are so sorry but we were emptying 
our compost heap onto the garden and we 
disturbed this grass snake’s nest and it is all 
broken”.  After reassurances, we took the heap 
of eggs, with little hope but the need to try, 
and placed them in our Intensive Care Unit 
incubator and awaited any developments.

Two weeks later, 8.30am and the AM 
Volunteers were on the phone to me full of 
excitement.  The eggs were hatching.  No 
one was more amazed than me and also 
somewhat worried.  What now? What to feed?  
A quick visit was made to “Reptile Rescue” in 
Bishops Tawton with by then five baby grass 
snakes and more on the way.  I was glad to 
hand over our wriggly maternity unit to their 
expert care.

The final result was nine babies, all of which 
were eventually returned to their original 
home at Ashford for release to the wild.

Happy
Event(s)

A call came from ‘The National 
Hawk Conservancy Centre’ in 
Andover, Wiltshire requesting 
our help.

An ‘Osprey’ was collapsed and had been 
contained by a gentleman near Bampton 
and needed to be transported to Andover 
urgently, could we assist?  After being assured 
this bird was indeed an Osprey and had been 
identified as such on an email picture, we said 
of course we would help.

Mick set off to Bampton and on collecting 
the bird was amazed by the beauty and size 
of this amazing bird.  Few people have the 
privilege of handling such a wild creature 
with its 5ft wing span.  An anxious 150 mile 
trip, checking the bird’s condition every 
half hour and they arrived at the Hawk 
Conservancy where their specialist Vet was 
standing by.  The bird was hospitalized and 
over the next few days we made regular calls 
to follow his progress.

At first there was great hope for a full 
recovery for ordinary X-rays showed no cause 
for concern.  However, he was still showing 
signs of problems in one wing.  A specialist 
from London was called in and MRI scans 
showed a small, but very important, fracture 
in the shoulder that was totally untreatable.  
Heartbreakingly he had to be put to sleep.

Few ‘Firsts’ come our way, 
however after all these years 
October 16th saw one of those 
rare events.

Osprey



Important Contact Numbers:

Diana Lewis Mobile : 07817 995751

Donation Slip

Monthly Standing Order Form

Week by week and month by month our work continues.  Can you make a regular donation that is secure funding for us?  
Standing orders are a safe, cost effective and easy way to make a regular donation towards saving animals.  Regular 
monthly donations enable us to plan ahead and also respond rapidly to calls for assistance and help with rescuing 
animals.  If you already have a Standing Order with us - THANK YOU!  If you would like to set one up please contact us. 

If you are a standard tax payer please also complete the form below in full including your signature.   
We can then reclaim the tax on your donation as Gift Aid (25p for every £1 donated).

I/We enclose a donation in the sum of £ ..................................... for the North Devon Animal Ambulance  (please make cheques payable to NDAA)

Please complete the form and send it to us at the address below. We will forward it to your bank.

First Name:  ........................................................................................

Surname:  ...........................................................................................

Signed:  ..............................................................................................

Date:   .................................................................................................

Bank:  .................................................................................................

Please arrange for the sum of:  £ ..................................................

to be paid on the first day of each month from:

Please start payments on:  ............................................................

Please make payments to:   North Devon Animal Ambulance

  Bank: Santander UK plc     Account No: 06316158      Sort Code: 09-07-20

TO THE MANAGER

Address:  ............................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

Postcode:   ..........................................................................................

Branch:  ..............................................................................................

Account Holder(s):  ........................................................................

Account Number:  .........................................................................

Signed:  ........................................................................................

Full Name:  ...................................................................................

Please tick this box if you are a standard tax payer and would like the charity to treat all donations that you make on, 
or after the date above, as gift aid donations unless you notify us otherwise.  Please note that you should notify the 
charity if you do not pay an amount of tax at least equal to the tax deducted from your donations.

Please tick this box if you are a standard tax payer and would like the charity to treat all donations that you make on, 
or after the date above, as gift aid donations unless you notify us otherwise.  Please note that you should notify the 
charity if you do not pay an amount of tax at least equal to the tax deducted from your donations.

Cat Rehoming: 01271 323740 Mrs. Pauline Bussell, Chairperson
Dog Rehoming: 01271 858952 Mr. Chris Steer
Special Care Unit: 01643 831592 Mrs. Jane Dennis-Smither
Treasurer: 01643 831592 Mrs. Jane Dennis-Smither
Animal Collection:  01598 740603 Mrs. Diana Lewis, Ambulance Driver

Postal 
Address:

North Devon Animal Ambulance
c/o Market Veterinary Centre
River View Commercial Centre
Riverside Road, Pottington,
Barnstaple, Devon EX31 1QN

All correspondence to:

NEWSLETTER DESIGN BY THE WEB WORKSHOP - WWW.THEWEBWORKSHOP.CO.UK                               NEWSLETTER PRINTING BY MATRIX PRINT & DESIGN - WWW.MATRIXPRINTDESIGN.COM


